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SUBJECT: CONCORDE FUTURE REMAINS IN DOUBT 
REF: LONDON 3484 

1. GREAT UNCERTAINTY CONTINUES TO SURROUND FUTURE OF 
CONCORDE PROJECT. IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING REPORT TO 
PARLIAMENT AS TO DISMAL ECONOMIC PROSPECTS FOR CONCORDE 
(REFTEL), SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDUSTRY, WEDGEWOOD 
BENN WENT TO BRISTOL AREA WHERE AN ESTIMATED 9,000 
WORKERS ARE EMPLOYED ON CONCORDE PROJECT. THERE, WITHIN 
A PERIOD OF 24 HOURS, HE HELD SOME 12 MEETINGS WITH 
TRADE UNIONS AND CIVIC GROUPS AS WELL AS WITH OFFICIALS 
FROM BRITISH AIRCRAFT CORPORATION AND ROLLS-ROYCE, THE 
AIRCRAFT'S PRINCIPAL BRITISH MANUFACTURERS. BENN 
CLIMAXED BRISTOL TOUR WITH AN ADDRESS TO A MASS MEETING 
ATTENDED, ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, BY AN ESTIMATED 1 1,000 
WORKERS FROM BAC AND ROLLS ROYCE. THROUGHOUT HIS BRISTOL 
VISIT, BENN VERY CLEARLY LEFT IMPRESSION THAT LABOR 
GOVERNMENT HAS NOT YET TAKEN A POSITION FOR FORTHCOMING 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR PROJECT STILL POSSIBLE. 

2. EVEN ALLOWING FOR THE FACT THAT BENN'S CONSTITUENCY 
IS BRISTOL SOUTH-EAST WHICH INCLUDES A LARGE NUMBER OF 
VOTERS DIRECTLY EMPLOYED ON CONCORDE, HIS PERFORMANCE 
DURING BRISTOL TOUR WAS IN SOME RESPECTS SURPRISING 
CONSIDERING THAT HIS REPORT TO PARLIAMENT ON MARCH 18 
HAD VIRTUALLY DESTROYED THE COMMERCIAL CASE FOR CON- 
TINUING WITH CONCORDE PROGRAM. BENN'S BASIC MESSAGE, 

IN ESSENCE, WAS THAT CONCORDE IS FINE AIRCRAFT AND EVEN 
THOUGH THERE MAY NOT BE A COMMERCIAL CASE FOR CONTINUING 
PROJECT, THERE MAY BE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL/ 
MILITARY ARGUMENTS WHICH, IF PROPERLY ORCHESTRATED AND 
BROUGHT TO BEAR, MIGHT BE SUFFICIENTLY COMPELLING TO 
PERSUADE GOVERNMENT TO SUSTAIN AIRCRAFT PROGRAM DESPITE 
FINANCIAL LOSSES INVOLVED. 

3. ALTHOUGH A GREAT MANY NATURALLY BELIEVE THAT BENN'S 
BRISTOL PERFORMANCE WAS DESIGNED MERELY TO TRY TO AVOID 
BEING LABELLED, AT LEAST AMONG HIS CONSTITUENTS, AS 

MAN WHO KILLED BRITISH PARTICIPATION IN CONCORDE PROGRAM, 
KEN BINNING, DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF CONCORDE PROGRAM, 
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, ASSURES US THAT LABOR GOVERN- 
MENT HAS NOT REPEAT NOT REACHED ANY DECISION RE CONCORDE 
AND THAT BENN SINCERELY BELIEVES MESSAGE HE DELIVERED IN 
BRISTOL AREA. AS RESULT OF BENN VISIT, UNIONS AND CIVIC 
GROUPS IN AREA ARE GEARING UP CAMPAIGN TO TRY TO GAIN 
SUPPORT FOR CONTINUATION OF CONCORDE. BINNING 

IS CAUTIOUS AS TO CAMPAIGN'S CHANCES FOR SUCCESS. 
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